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• August 1, we have St. Alphonsus Ligouri, an eighteenth-
century Italian bishop and doctor of the Church. 

• August 4, we remember St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars, a 
French priest from the first half of the nineteenth century, 
famous for the time he spent in the confessional.  

• August 6, we celebrate an event, the feast of the 
Transfiguration, when Our Lord’s glory was revealed to Sts. 
Peter, James, and John—the three who would see him a short 
time later, praying in agony in Gethsemane. 

• August 8, we remember St. Dominic  a Spanish friar who 
flourished in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, founder of 
the Dominican Order, focused on preaching and education. 

• August 10, St. Lawrence is honored on an early Roman 
martyr beloved for the sense of humor with which he met his 
death, being burned on a grill. He told his persecutors to turn 
him over, as he was done on one side 

• August 11, St. Clare of Assisi, is celebrated, one of the first 
followers of St. Francis. She founded what are now 
known as the Poor Clares. 

• August 15, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

• August 20, we remember a saint who helped restore 
the Cistercian Order, the twelfth century French abbot 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux. 

• August 24,Very little is known about St. Bartholomew, 
one of the Apostles, whom we honor on , other than 
the great praise heaped upon him by Our Lord. 

• August 27 we celebrate St. Monica, mother of the 
great Father and Doctor of the Church, St. Augustine. 

• August 29, Finally, as the month winds down and you 
start thinking of Labor Day weekend, on there is the 
Passion of St. John the Baptist. 
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Call to Family, Community, and 
Participation 
The person is not only sacred but also social. 
How we organize our society—in 
economics and politics, in law and policy—
directly affects human dignity and the capacity 
of individuals to grow in community.  Marriage 
and the family are the central social institutions 
that must be supported and strengthened, 
not undermined. We believe people have a 
right and a duty to participate in society, 
seeking together the common good and well-
being of all, especially the poor 
and vulnerable.   

FAMILY------Insofar as it is a "small- 
scale Church," the Christian family is 
called upon, like the "large- scale 
Church," to be a sign of unity for the 
world. St. John Paul II, The Family 
in the Modern World  

COMMUNITY/PARTICIPATION 
Social problems must be 
addressed by community 
networks and not simply by the 
sum of individual good deeds. 
Pope Francis, On Care for 
Our Common Home  
 

John 15:12-17 
         This is my commandment: love one 
another as I have loved you. 

During the summer we all hopefully can 
relax and spent more time with our 
families. It is also a perfect time to 
volunteer in our local communities. Both 
are the second theme in our series on 
Catholic Social Teaching.  
 

        SEVEN THEMES OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING SERIES 
 

                  July--Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
            August--Call to Family, Community, and Participation 
                September--Rights and Responsibilities 
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Bloom
 w

here you are planted!      Every Flow
er grow

 through the dirt! 
  E                                                    W

here flow
ers bloom

 so does hope! 

  
 
 
 
 
Dear Youth, 
Hopefully everyone is doing well, enjoying the hot summer we have been having, 
staying cool and being safe. I was reflecting on one of my daily morning walks 
recently, about just a few months ago I was walking in snow and sleet leaving 
footprints and tracks in the green area of Bayberry. Then just about 
a month ago I was walking and leaving tracks in the summer snow of 
the Cottonwood trees (all that fluffy white stuff flying around late 
spring and early summer), now the slights tracks I am leaving are 
from where I disturbed the dew on the grass and where I have 
knocked down some of the taller grasses. It reminds me that no 
matter how much I want to try I can’t prevent leaving some traces 
of where I have been. I leave traces of what I do. Then I thought 
how we are part of the world and all that we do leave traces. 
Sometimes they are minor and don’t make a difference like footprints in the grass 
but sometimes they are not so minor, and they do make a difference. I don’t 
believe there has been any day on my walk I don’t encounter some pieces of trash 
or garbage people have just thrown to the ground. One small piece may not make a 
difference but if we all did one small piece every day it would quickly become a 
problem. We are part of God’s creation and God commanded us to be good 
stewards of His creation. So hopefully we can all remember this as we are out 
enjoying nature and be a person who takes care of the world and show God, we 
care about His gift of creation for us. 
Thank you, 
John Finn 
 

Father of all, 
Creator and ruler of the universe, 
You entrusted your world to us as a gift. 
Help us to care for it and all people, 
that we may live in right relationship-- 
   with You, 
   with ourselves, 
   with one another, 
   and with creation. 
 
Christ our Lord, 
both divine and human, 
You lived among us and died for our sins. 
Help us to imitate your love for the human family 
by recognizing that we are all connected— 
   to our brothers and sisters around the world, 
   to those in poverty impacted by environmental devastation, 
   and to future generations. 
 
Holy Spirit, 
giver of wisdom and love, 
You breathe life in us and guide us. 
Help us to live according to your vision, 
stirring to action the hearts of all— 
   individuals and families, 
   communities of faith, 
   and civil and political leaders. 
 
Triune God, help us to hear the cry of those in poverty, and the cry 
of the earth, so that we may together care for our common home. 
 
Amen. 
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		It's	so	hot	that	...	
		
								...	"our	dream	house"	is	any	
house	in	Alaska,	now.	
								...	when	it	dips	below	ninety,	
we	all	say	how	nice	it	is.	
								...	all	the	bread	on	the	
shelves	at	Wegmans	was	toast.	
								...	the	cows	on	the	farm	near	us	
in	Lysander	are	giving	evaporated	
milk.	
								...	the	catfish	are	already	fried	
when	the	kids	and	I	catch	them.	
								...	that	trees	are	competing	to	
have	dog	walkers	stop	by.	
								...	our	neighbor's	corn	field	is	
mostly	popcorn.	
								...	chickens	are	laying	boiled	
eggs.	
								...	robins	were	using	tongs	to	
remove	worms	from	the	ground.	
								...	and	door-to-door	
salespeople	are	now	telemarketing.	

Youth Group member Kolin shared this 
picture with his sister Kourtney. 
Congratulations to all our Senoirs! 


